me CC as F 


A N D 


Circumſtances of Paper-making 
IN ENGLAND TRULY STATE D. 
| Andby the PAPER-SELLERS Humbly Offered to the Conſideration of this Preſent 


PARLIAMENT 


As REASONS againſt the Paſſing of a B ILL, intituled An A& for the Encouragement and 
better Eitabliſhing the making of White-Writing and Printing-Paper. 
The ſame being Miſrepreſented in a Paper ſtiled, T be Caſe of the Company of White-P aper-makers. 


, 's,.: * 


DIR /Y; HAT the Art of making White and Brownpaper was brought into England by Sir John Spelman a German, to 
A=\\,2>; whom King Famesl. in the Second year of his Reign granted a'Patent for fourteen years, and alſo for his encou- 
> Rf AYELEZ ragement to ſettle the Trade in this Kingdom gave him an Eſtate of 200 /. per Aunum at Dartford in Kent, where 
FAV T SO Cal he erected a Paper Mill, which is to rhis day ivwployed in making of White and Brown:-paper. 
WD & Fi 4 That White Wr:.ting and Printing Paper is but a degree of goodneſs from Courſer Sorts, and the making there- 
XA INI/Y=@©&Y of no New Invention. 
0), a» That the Grant to the Pretended Inventors for their ſole making of White Paper, upon which the intended 
ND Ad is grounded, is a Monopoly and againſt Law 3 and all ſuch Grants are declared to be void in Law, and all 
Bodys Politick and Corporate are difabled to exerciſe any ſuch by the Statute, 21. Fac. rap. 3. 

That the ſame Grant was obtained through their ſpecious pretences of ſupplying the whole Kingdom, and im- 
ploying of Fifty Muls, which they hcve not pertormed, nor can, for that in fifteen years fince they had their Firſt Patent, they have im- 
ployed but five Mills; and if they had more, cannot procure Materials ſnſſicient tor making of a twenticth part of the quantity of White 
Paper uſed in Exgland ; and their want of ſuch materia!s js moſt evident by their uſing their Mills, deſigned tor White Paper, in the mai:- 
ing of very great quantities of Brown. 

That whereas they have infinuated that vaſt ſums of mony have been ſent out of this Nation yearly ro Fraxce for Paper, by a com: 
putaticn taken thereof, there is not ebove 50000. worth of Paper in a year imported from Germany, Holland, France, Italy, and other 
pla-'s. and a great part of thatis the Returns of Engliſh ManufaQturesand Merchandizes, and of great advantage for the imployment of 
Eng iſh Shipping s the Freizht, by reaſon of the Bulk thereof, being very conſiderable. | 

T.,..t Foreign Paper was not brought into Exg/and, becauſe the like was nor, or could not be made here, but becauſe Materials propor- 
ticn.ole to the quantity required, could not be had here to make a tufficient ſupply, and that it was made abroad at a cheaper rate ; ſo 
thar the prohibiting the importation of French Commodities, as was done by an Act of the laſt Parliament, whereby the prizes of fuch 
Paper is advanced, 1s incouragement ſufficient for the Paper Makers in general to make. and they now 1mploy rherſeJves in making of 
ic Papers, and having above a hundred Mills in- Frg/and, can make greater quantities than the new Pretenders thereto, who have 
bur ve; 21d if the Paper-makers in general, and not a ſele&t Company, do exerciſe the ſame, they will endeavor to exceed one another, 
and by that means ſuch Paper will be made better, and fold cheaper than otherwiſe, and the EZg/iſþ Nation better ſupplied, and the 
fame, or a greater number of Poor maintained. 

That the ſmportation of Fresh Pap:r being already prohibited by the laſt mentioned A, there is no benefit can accrue by this intend- 
&d Att to the Nation or Trade of Paper-making, nor can ſuch A& aniwer the Title given it: For inſtead of encouragirg, it will dit- 
courage ingenuous Workmen, who through ſe:vitude are free of the Trade, to ſerve others who have no right to it, and divading the Trade 
w:!] ruine it, and not eſtabl;/þ it. 

That the intended A& is not to ma'e all the Papzr Makers a Corporation,or to Regulate the TraJe,or to furniſh the Makers with Mate. 
rizls, or to limit rhe Work only to Engliſh men, and ſuch as have ſerved Apprentithips, or to aſcertzin the goodneſs, or prizes of Paper, 
or for the like good purpoſes, as other Societies of men have been incorporated ; but to ſubje& the whole to the power, and tor the bene- 
fit of ſome particular men, as evidently appears by their Propoſals added to their Caſe; which Propoſals can be of no Advantage to the 
Sabfcribers, unleſs the perſons concerned, by impoſing upon Owners of Mills, to have them at ſmall Rents, and by paying ſmall Wages, 
and exacting great prizes for their Paper, deſign to make their gain out of other mens Eſtates, and poor mens Labours. | 

That if the ſaid intended A ſhould paſs, it will allow of a Monopoly, which is repugnant to the A& 21. Fac. which exprefly ſaith 
amongſt other things, that all Grants for the ſole making of any thing within this Realm fhall be void, and that all Bodics Politick and - 
Corporate ſhall be diſabled to put in ure any ſuch Monopoly. 

That thereby alſo above a hundred Paper Mills and all dependents thereupon will be deſtroyed , and divers Paper-makers who have 
=_ long Leaſes, and are in Bonds and Covenants to pay great Rents will be difabled to pay the ſame, tothe Ruin of them, and of above 
2 thouſand Families. 

That the fame will alſo be a bad Preſident, and of dangerous Conſequence to all other Crafts; for fome men pretending to a greater Ex+ 
cellency in any Craft than others, may by the like means ſtrip all the reſt of their Freedoms, Trades, and Livelyhocds, and then umpoſe 
upon all that ſhall work, or buy of them at their pleaſure. | : 

That the Caſe of the Paper makers, doth much concern the Paper Sellers? for that as the Makers have truly ſet forth the making of 

Brown Paper alone will not pay the Charges ; and that if (as by the intended At) they ſhall be Limited .in making Whire Sort ol 
Paper, their Mills will be their Ruin; and then by Conſequence, no Paper of any Sort can be made but by the Patentees, and, there 
eing no other Market to go to, may: Sell it when, where, in what manner, and at what prize they pleaſe ; by which means all _ 
aper Sellers in London; who are very numerous, and have ſerved Apprentiſhips to, and brought up in that Trade, which 1s a diſtinct - 
Crade of it ſelf, will be deprived of their livelyhoods, and many of them and other Families impoveriſhed. : 
It is therefore manifeſt (by the ſmall Number of Mills now imployed by the faid New Pretenders , as allo by the ſmall! quantity of 
aterials to be found for making White paper, the advance of their price being already more than double ) that it- is unreaſonable as 
vell as againſt Law; for ſome few perſons to have the ſole priviledge of making Writing and printing Paper, which will moſt certain- 
ruin very many of the Ancient Paper makers, and be a very great detriment to the many Traders 1n Paper ; and how miſchievous it 
to eſtabliſh a Monopoly, for ingroſſing an Ancient Engliſh ManufaQure, is Humbly Submitted to your Honours Conſideration, 


/ Fhis Sheet is the Common Printing Paper made by the 01d Paper Makers. 


